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KING ALFRED THE GREAT, BORN IN WANTAGE, 849AD
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Buscot Park House photographs supplied by Buscot Park House

For more information on Wantage, please see the “Welcome to Wantage” website www.wantage.com

Welcome to Wantage in Oxfordshire. Our local guide is your essential tool to 
everything going on in the town and surrounding area.

Wantage is a picturesque market town and civil parish in the Vale of White 
Horse and is ideally located within easy reach of Oxford, Swindon, Newbury 
and Reading – all of which are less than twenty miles away.

The town benefits from a wealth of shops and services, including restaurants, 
cafés, pubs, leisure facilities and open spaces. Wantage’s links with its past 
are very strong – King Alfred the Great was born in the town, and there are 
literary connections to Sir John Betjeman and Thomas Hardy. The historic 
market town is the gateway to the Ridgeway – an ancient route through 
downland, secluded valleys and woodland – where you can enjoy magnificent 
views of the Vale of White Horse, observe its prehistoric hill figure and pass 
through countless quintessential English country villages.

If you are already local to Wantage, we hope you will discover something new.



Fleur-de-Lis Wantage comprises 32 beautifully appointed 
one and two bedroom luxury apartments, some with 
en-suites. It really will be a place to relax, enjoy the 

surroundings and socialise with other owners,  
friends and family.

The luxurious shared facilities include an elegantly 
furnished entrance foyer and a well-appointed drawing 
room. A fully furnished guest suite is available should 

your visitors wish to stay overnight.

Fleur-de-Lis offers owners peace of mind – there is no 
need to worry about costly heating bills, the overgrown 
garden, the leaky roof or even general maintenance of 

the house. The development boasts on-site parking and a 
fully maintained garden will provide surrounding seating 

areas for owners to enjoy, as well as an attractive  
outlook for the building.

Fleur-de-Lis Wantage epitomizes independent luxury 
retirement living, allowing you to enjoy later life with 

your family, friends and like-minded neighbours.

WANTAGE

THE NUMBER ONE LOCATION FOR
SENIOR LIVING IN WANTAGE



ARTIST’S IMPRESSION OF FRONT ASPECT, CHURCH STREET, WANTAGE

POCKET DOORS CREATE FLEXIBLE LIVING SPACES

PATIO DOORS PROVIDE ACCESS TO GARDENS



• 32 spacious one and two bedroom apartments

• Location in the heart of the town centre

• High specification throughout

• Concierge to manage the development

• 24 hour emergency call system

• Lift to all floors

• Fully maintained external areas

• Owners’ Drawing Room & Guest Suite

• Concierge driven car for trips & excursions

• Silestone work surfaces & Neff appliances

• Luxury British bathroom ceramics

• FREE national moving service

• CCTV door entry system

WE OFFER

Freephone: 0800 625 0026
Email: wantage@renaissancegroup.co.uk 

or drop in to our Sales Office 

open Monday to Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Head Office: Freephone 0800 625 0026

Address: Church Street, Wantage, 

Oxfordshire, OX12 8BW 

For photos and videos visit: 

www.renaissanceretirement.co.uk

TO REQUEST A BROCHURE OR TO 
TAKE THE TOUR
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FOR RETIREMENT LIVING IN WANTAGE
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The birthplace of King Alfred the Great in 849AD, Wantage appears in the 
Domesday Book of 1086 and remained in the property of the King until 
Richard I granted it to the Earl of Albermarie in 1190.  

The town grew slowly throughout the medieval period and during the 
17th century it became famous for its leather making, boasting the biggest 
tanning yard in the country. As a result of growth the town centre is now 
full of attractive Georgian and Victorian buildings with cobbled lanes 
leading from the bustling Market Place to the historic church of St Peter 
and St Paul.

In 1877, Lord Wantage commissioned a statue of King Alfred the Great 
which was carved by Count Gleichen (a cousin of Queen Victoria) and 
was erected in Market Square. Lord Wantage is also renowned for his 
involvement in founding the British National Society for Aid to the Sick 
and Wounded in War (later known as the British Red Cross Society). 



1900s MARKET PLACE, WANTAGE

99
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THE FARMERS’ MARKET IS PERFECT 
FOR FRESH PRODUCE
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Wantage is home to a wide variety of shops to cater for your everyday needs. 
Alongside well known chain stores there are many independent and specialist shops 
within the town. There are numerous restaurants, cafés and public houses to suit all 
pockets and palates. 

A market is held every Saturday and Wednesday and the town frequently welcomes 
a farmers’ market and French and Italian markets. A wide range of local produce is 
sold, including Little Wittenham lamb, Dexter beef and Dews Meadow pork, as well 
as speciality bread, vegetables, eggs and preserves.

Waitrose is located just off Market Place in the heart of the town centre.

In November 2014, Wantage celebrated winning the Great British High Street Award.
To encourage shoppers to use local businesses, the Chamber of Commerce have 
launched a loyalty card scheme to enable local companies to promote special offers 
and benefits. To join the scheme visit www.wantageandgroveloyalty.co.uk.
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3 Grove Street
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 7DQ
T: 01235 769777

22 Market Place
Wantage
Oxfordshire
 OX12 8AE
T: 01235 798187

23-24 Market Place
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 8AE
T 01235 763030

The Funky Teapot, a ‘paint your 
own pottery’ studio, is situated 
just two minutes’ walk from 
Market Place. It is family-owned 
and ran by Barry and Kat – a 
father and daughter duo. There 
are over 200 items to choose from, 
so just turn up, select your items 
and create your masterpiece.

Creations take unwanted furniture 
and turn it into beautiful pieces 
for your home. They also take 
commissions to ensure your items 
are truly individual, alongside 
paint workshops which teach 
you skills to set you off on your 
painting journey.

Dolphin Art is a unique art gallery, 
art materials stockist and picture 
framers run locally since 1999. 
Their gallery is a friendly, informal 
place to browse local art, highly 
collectable limited editions and 
originals. Their shop also stocks 
a wide range of materials for the 
professional and amateur artist.

The Funky Teapot

Creations

Dolphin Art

SHOPPING

E: tftwantage@gmail.com
www.thefunkyteapot.co.uk

E: enquiries@dolphinart.co.uk
www.dolphinart.co.uk

E: cswcreations2014@gmail.com
www.cswcreations.co.uk
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21 Mill Street
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 9AB
T: 01235 770834

Post Office Vaults
Market Place
Wantage
OX12 8AT
T: 01235 769499

At The Buzz Café, you’ll find a 
warm welcome, the smell of fresh 
coffee and home-baking. Award-
winning coffee and scrumptious 
cake, home-made quiches, salads, 
crêpes, soups, sandwiches and 
paninis are on offer. Sweet treat 
choices include fresh milkshakes, 
frappés or something from the 
Syrup Bar.

Jason’s Flowers have been 
supplying Oxfordshire with 
quality flowers and superb service 
since 1991. They offer stunning 
displays and a fast and reliable 
delivery service. A passionate 
team of florists, full of exciting 
and new ideas in the world of 
floral art design, they are very 
knowledgeable in both traditional 
and contemporary design.

The Buzz Café

Jason’s Flowers

SHOPPING

E: barnes83@hotmail.co.uk

28 Wallingford Street
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 8BH
T: 01235 226 666

Award-winning customer service 
and high quality produce will 
turn a one time shopper into a 
loyal client. Produce is ready for 
takeaway, or have a seat and enjoy 
lunch with a creamy coffee or cup 
of tea. The deli service is also very 
popular, boasting high quality, 
freshly cooked rolls, sandwiches 
and baguettes to go.

Wantage Family 
Butchers

E: wantagebutchers@icloud.com
www.wantagebutchers.uk

E: jasonsflowers@aol.com 
www.jasonsflowers.com
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3 Post Office Vaults
Market Place
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 8AT
T: 01235 760345

18 Mill Street 
Wantage 
Oxfordshire
OX12 9AQ
T: 01235 763215

Newbury Street 
Wantage
Oxfordshire 
OX12 8BU
T 01235 766625

The Boutique sells beautiful organic 
babywear by Organics for Kids 
which is made in the UK and perfect 
for a special new arrival. A large 
range of products from the iconic 
designer Cath Kidston, luxury, 
organic scenting and skincare 
brands and a fantastic range of 
greetings cards are also available.

A truly unique and independent 
booksellers and hat shop who 
believe reading inspires thinking, 
enjoyment and community. They 
also stock, sell and love hats!

Every piece of furniture is unique 
and individually-made to suit 
your exact requirements. 
The shop also has a very large 
collection of rare and second-
hand books. From much-loved 
children’s books of generations 
passed to antiquarian volumes, 
there’s a book to suit every taste.

Lifestyle Boutique

Madhatter 
Bookshop

Regent Furniture 
& Books

E:  enquiries@thelifestyleboutique.co.uk
www.thelifestyleboutique.co.uk

www.regentfurnitureandbooks.co.uk

SHOPPING

E: info@madhatterbooks.co.uk
www.madhatterbooks.co.uk
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Oxford Road
East Hanney
Wantage
OX12 0HP
T: 01235 868634

Mill Street
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 9AB
T: 01235 768991

13 Newbury Street
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 8BU
T: 01235 766245

Located on the A338 Wantage 
to Oxford road, Dews Meadow 
Farm are trailblazers with 
additive-free pork and dry-curing 
of bacon since the mid-80s. 
Andy and Jane have developed a 
customer-focused business, with 
staff who echo their passion for 
quality and friendliness.

Wessex Mill has been run by 
the Munsey family since 1905, 
originally operated from a site in 
the centre of Oxford. The business 
moved to Wantage in 1948. The 
Mill produces a wide range of 
flours for both bread and cake 
baking. It also sells breakfast 
cereals from their shop.

An award-winning deli, with 
skyscraper size sandwiches, a 
comfortable seating area for all 
ages and disabilities and a wide 
range of products. See the new 
cheese and charcuterie counter 
or have a cosy chat with a friend 
over a hand-roasted coffee.

Dews Meadow 
Farm Shop

Wessex Mill

Umami Deli

E: shop@dewsmeadowfarm.co.uk
www.dewsmeadowfarm.co.uk

E: sales@wessexmill.co.uk
www.wessexmill.co.uk

SHOPPING

E: lunch@umami-deli.co.uk
www.umami-deli.co.uk
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Wantage and the surrounding area has many friendly local clubs, 
groups and societies to suit all interests and abilities. Whether you 
want to improve your gardening skills, work on your knitting or 
just grab a coffee and meet friendly like-minded people, there are 
plenty of options for you to choose from in and around the town.
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INTERESTS & RECREATIONS

Portway
Wantage 
Oxfordshire
OX12 9BX
T: 01235 763456

Venues and locations vary
T: 01235 768804 (Liz)
T: 01235 763486 (George)

Masonic Hall
Alfred Street
Wantage
OX12 8AN
T: 01235 767502

This entertainment and leisure 
facility has something for 
everyone, whether you want to 
join an exercise class, watch a 
movie on the big screen, catch a 
theatre show or simply pop in for 
coffee. Events include Shakespeare 
productions, family theatre, a 
literature festival and much more.

Main meetings are held at 2 p.m. 
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each 
month in Grove Parish Church 
Hall. A varied programme of talks 
is arranged with contributions from 
members and outside speakers.  
Special interest groups led by 
members are held in members’ 
homes and other locations.  

Monthly meetings take place at 
the Masonic Hall on the second 
Wednesday of each month (except 
August) at 10:30 a.m. A varied 
and interesting programme, 
taking into account members’ 
interests, and providing as much 
fun and information as possible. 
Visitors are welcome.

The Beacon

U3A

Wantage
WI

E: beacon.wantage@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
www.beaconwantage.co.uk

E: lizzie-online@ntlworld.com
www.thewi.org.uk

www.u3asites.org.uk/wantage/home



19

INTERESTS & RECREATIONS

Royal British Legion Hall
Letcombe Hill
East Challow near Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 9RP
T: 01444 451 603

Hanney War Memorial Hall
East Hanney
Oxfordshire
OX12 0JL
T: 01235 766964

Wantage Silver Band Hall
Tugwell Field
Reading Rd
Wantage 
OX12 8PL
T: 01235 767541

The Probus Club is a social club 
aiming to provide a network of 
friends and associates who can 
share some time with like-minded 
men from a range of backgrounds.  
There is a planned programme 
of speakers that educate and 
entertain. In addition, trips are 
also arranged throughout the year.

New members are welcome to 
go along to rehearsals, held on 
Tuesday evenings from 7:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. in the Hanney War 
Memorial. Most of the members 
would not claim to read music, the 
only requisites being a good ear 
and a reasonable singing voice.

The Wantage Silver Band is one 
of the largest brass bands in the 
country, with over 180 players, 
six bands and a Swing Big Band. 
The band is constantly looking 
for new players. An instrument 
and tuition is provided for a small 
annual or termly subscription.
The band also regularly takes part 
in local community events.

Wantage
Probus Club

Wantage Male 
Voice Choir

Wantage Silver 
Band

E: secretary@wantagemalevoicechoir.org.uk
www.wantagemalevoicechoir.org.uk

E: secretary@wantageband.org
www.wantageband.org

www.wantageprobus.org
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THE HOUSE AND GROUNDS OF BUSCOT PARK
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UFFINGTON WHITE HORSE

Wantage and the surrounding area has plenty of interesting 
things to see and do throughout the year. From the free Vale 
and Downland Museum to the historical Buscot Park, there is 
something on offer for everyone. 

Those seeking a little more activity within the town and surrounding 
area have a wide range to choose from, whether that’s a stroll along 
Letcombe Brook or a visit to the Betjeman Millennium Park. Here 
you will enjoy winding footpaths through woodland glades of trees, 
wildflowers and bulbs connecting a poetry trail of stones each 
inscribed with lines from Sir John’s work. A little further afield is the 
village of Uffington, home to the prehistoric white horse hill figure.
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PLACES OF INTEREST

Church Street
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 8BL
T: 01235 771447

Manor Road
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 8DP

Mill St
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 9AB
T: 01235 760562

This free museum can be found 
on Church Street and is housed 
in a Georgian town house, built 
by a cloth maker in 1780. Often 
described as a “hidden gem”, 
the museum’s exhibition areas 
house everything from fossils to 
Formula 1.

Just a five minute walk from the 
town centre in Manor Road, this 
seven hectare area of open space 
has views overlooking the town.  
An ideal place to walk, enjoy a 
game of bowls or perhaps listen to 
the Wantage Silver Band.

Betjeman Millennium Park, down 
by Letcombe Brook, is a carefully 
designed and maintained haven for 
birds, bees, plants, trees – indeed 
all living things. It celebrates 
former Poet Laureate and nearby 
resident Sir John Betjeman’s 
life and works, with fine poetry 
sculptures by Alec Peever.

Vale and 
Downland Museum

Wantage 
Memorial Park

Betjeman 
Millennium Park

www.freeparks.co.uk/park/memorial-park-and-play-area

E: john@vandore.com 
www.betjemanpark.org.uk

E: museum@wantage-museum.com
www.wantage-museum.com
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PLACES OF INTEREST

Millets Farm Centre
Kingston Road
Frilford
Oxfordshire
OX13 5HB
T: 01865 392 200

Buscot Park
Faringdon
Oxfordshire 
SN7 8BU
T: 01367 240786

Established in 1952, this family 
business has grown from 
a traditional farm shop to 
encompass a shop, award-winning 
garden centre, ‘pick your own’ 
fields, a farm zoo, maize maze 
and restaurants. 

Located 15 miles from Wantage,  
Buscot Park was bequeathed 
to the National Trust in 1956. 
The present Lord Faringdon’s 
family live in the property and 
maintain the interior, curate 
the contents and administer the 
house and grounds. The house 
and grounds are open from April 
until September.  

Millets Farm 
Centre and Shop

Buscot Park 
and Faringdon  
Collection

E: events@milletsfarmcentre.com
www.milletsfarmcentre.com

E: info@buscot-park.com
www.buscot-park.com

Mill Street
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 9AB
T: 01380 721279 during 
office hours or 
07716 460562 at weekends

Take a trip on the Narrowboat 
‘Jubilee’ from Newbury Wharf for 
a relaxing trip through historic 
Newbury with an enthusiastic, 
knowledgeable and fully-trained 
crew. Tea, coffee and light 
refreshments are available or 
enjoy a glass of wine or beer 
from the licensed bar. Trips run 
from Easter to October and it is 
advisable to book in advance.

Canal Boat Trips
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Wantage and the surrounding area offers something for everyone, 
whether it’s unwinding and taking in the views of the many local 
gardens or embracing one of the many sports and activities that the 
town offers at the local leisure centre. If you just want a relaxing 
day, watch a movie on the big screen, catch a theatre show or 
simply pop in for coffee at The Beacon.
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LEISURE & ACTIVITIES

Portway
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 9BY
T: 01235 762201

Guildry Hall 
St Mary’s Convent
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 9DJ
T: 01367 820143

Charlton Centre
Charlton Village Road
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 7HG
T: 01235 831482 

Join sessions designed to keep the 
over-60s fit and active as well as 
providing the chance to socialise 
and meet new friends. Free 
tea and coffee is available after 
classes. There’s something for 
everyone, including a gym, indoor 
25m swimming pool, sauna, and 
much more.  

Keep fit and healthy, have fun and 
make friends. There are no mistakes 
in Circle Dance – only variations. 
No partner or experience required! 
They meet weekly on Wednesdays 
from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. (term 
time only) at The Guildry Hall, St 
Mary’s Convent.

The club meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of the month (except 
for August) from 7:45 p.m. to 
9:45 p.m. It is a small, friendly 
group mostly aged between 50 
and 80. There is a resident band, 
dances are taught and called and 
are not too energetic. No partner 
or special clothing required.  

Wantage Leisure 
Centre Senior 
Club Area Hub

Circle Dance for 
Over-50s

Wantage Folk 
Dance Club 

www.better.org.uk/wantage-leisure-centre

E: lilly@newhaven4.co.uk

E: David_Linda@oxonfolk.co.uk
www.oxonfolk.co.uk
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LEISURE & ACTIVITIES

Manor Road
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 8DP
T: 01235 765157

Wantage FC
Manor Road
Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 8DW
T: 01235 554898

Wantage Cricket Ground
Charlton Village Road
Charlton, Wantage
Oxfordshire
OX12 7HD
T: 01235 768453

The club offers a range of bowling 
opportunities from casual rollups, 
club and county competitions, 
friendly and league matches. The 
club welcomes bowlers of all ages 
and abilities. In particular, new 
bowlers are welcome and will be 
introduced to the sport and other 
aspects of the club.  

This new format of football 
is aimed at encouraging older 
adults (50 plus) to get involved 
and play regularly. Get back into 
exercise with these friendly and 
fun sessions – men and ladies 
welcome. Sessions are held at 
Wantage Leisure Centre on 
Sundays between 12:30 p.m. and 
1.30 p.m.

A small, friendly local club 
offering the opportunity to take 
part in the game of croquet in a 
relaxed and sociable atmosphere.  
Beginners of all ages are welcome 
and free tuition and the use of the 
club equipment is offered to all 
members. No special clothing is 
required apart from flat soled shoes.

Wantage Bowling 
Club 

Walking Football

White Horse 
Croquet Club

E: chairman@wantagebowlingclub.co.uk
www.wantagebowlingclub.co.uk

E: info@whitehorsecroquet.org.uk
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ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE NORTH WESSEX DOWNS 
THERE ARE MANY LOCAL WALKING ROUTES

Healthy Walks

Thursdays 10 a.m. for a 10:15 a.m. start. Meet inside the Vale 
and Downland Museum. The walk covers about 2 miles around 
the town and returns to the museum at about 11 a.m. Whenever 
necessary the walk leaders will organise a more limited walk for 
those who cannot manage the full route, starting out with the whole 
group and re-joining them in the museum at the end. Tea and 
coffee is available to purchase in the café after the walk.

T: 01235 763581
E: bob.mclatchie@ntlworld.com
www.walkingforhealth.org.uk

The Ridgeway

You can join The Ridgeway in less than a five minute drive from 
Wantage. Following a route used since prehistoric times by 
travellers, herdsmen and soldiers, the 87 mile long Ridgeway passes 
through ancient landscapes of downland, secluded valleys and 
woodland where you can enjoy spectacular views.

T: 01865 810224
E: ridgeway@oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ridgeway
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The nearest rail station to Wantage is Didcot, a fifteen minute drive from  
Fleur-de-Lis, on the Oxford and London Paddington line. The journey to London 
Paddington takes approximately 45 minutes, and the journey to Oxford approximately 
fifteen minutes. There are also direct trains to Swindon and Reading.

Rail

Wantage is within easy reach of Oxford, Swindon, Newbury, Abingdon and Reading, 
which are all less than 30 miles away. From Church Street you can join the A338 with 
ease, heading north to the A420/Oxford or south to join the M4. The A34 is just over 
10 minutes away to the east via the A417.

Road

Buses run regular services from Wantage to Faringdon, Abingdon, Didcot and Oxford 
with Saturday services to Swindon and Newbury. For more information and timetables 
visit www.thames-travel.co.uk.

Bus

Wantage has good access to both Heathrow and Bristol airports. Heathrow is just 
one hour away by car and Bristol one hour thirty minutes. Slightly further afield, 
Birmingham and Gatwick can be reached in under two hours by car.

Air

TRAVEL



THE PERFECT COMBINATION OF 

COUNTRYSIDE AND COMMUNITY
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Fleur-de-Lis Wantage



Renaissance Retirement is now selling one and two bedroom luxury retirement apartments in 
the heart of Wantage, only a short walk from the high street.

The 32 apartments, which are known as Fleur-de-Lis, have been designed for independent retirement living and 
are located on Church Street. The development boasts an Owners’ Drawing Room with Wi-Fi and Guest Suite 
and is managed by a concierge five days a week. The external areas are fully maintained and all apartments 

have a CCTV door entry system connected to their living rooms.

For more information Freephone 0800 625 0026

APARTMENT PRICES START FROM £250,000
Address: Fleur-de-Lis Wantage, Church Street, Wantage, Oxfordshire, OX12 8GE

Email: head.office@renaissancegroup.co.uk / Visit: www.renaissanceretirement.co.uk

FOR RETIREMENT LIVING IN WANTAGE

SPACIOUS LIVING & DINING AREA
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